
 

Virtual Meeting  

MINUTES1  

Thursday, 20 May 2021 

ATTENDANCE:  

Members Present: Yolanda Sonnier, Jon Steuernagle, Jackie Scott, Cheryl Mattis, Andrea Nunez, Dina 

Ward, Jennifer W. Ritter, Jessica Epps, Lisa Davis, Lt. Eric Kruhm, Mariam Imohi, Leslie Iampieri, Sara 

Cochran, Monica Krebs and Mariana Izraelson.  

Members Absent: Andrew Heiliger, Alicia Altamirano, Chuck Chandler, Maura Rossman, Lisa Myers, Rich 

Gibson, Stephen Liggett Creel, Dave Francis and Donna Bauer. 

Others in Attendance: Susan Ritter, Kathy Jordan, Leslie Petak, Susan Allen, Nick Weikel, Briana Davis 

and Gayle Miller.  

MEETING SUMMARY: 

1. MEETING OPEN  

a. 1:05 pm; Yolanda Sonnier, Chair, Howard County Human Trafficking Prevention Coordination 

Council (HTPCC), opened the meeting by welcoming committee members.    

2. Establishment of Quorum and Recognition of Special Guests 

a. The Roll was taken: Thirteen Committee members were in attendance. Yolanda Sonnier declared 

the Committee was in quorum and brought the meeting to order. 

3. Consideration of Meeting Minutes 

a.  Ms. Sonnier entered the 18 March 2021 Committee minutes and opened for discussion. She 

requested an edit to include the recommendation for a panel discussion under 6b. April Sexual 

Assault Awareness Month. Lisa Davis motioned to accept the minutes as written and Monica 

Krebs seconded the motion. A voice vote of official members was taken and approved without 

opposition or abstentions.  

4. March- April Events and Old Business  

a. Training, Outreach and Partnerships Committee Updates: Nick Weikel, Chair, provided the 

committee report. The committee has continued to discuss the use of social media to share 

information about human trafficking.  

 Andrea Nunez added that the committee has decided to hold off on planning any virtual meet 

and greet events, to instead focus their efforts on expanding community partnerships.  

b. Medical Committee Updates: Leslie Iampieri, Chair, shared the committees concern about the 

lack of drug treatment options available in Howard County. To gain greater insight, the 

committee intends on gathering more data to assess the need for more options within county.  



 
 

 Eric Kruhm noted that the lack of detox options available was an overall problem, not specifically 

related to human trafficking. He shared that the county has made steps to address the issue by 

arranging with Sheppard Pratt to hold several beds.  

 Leslie Iampieri concluded that next steps are to continue training hospital staff and drafting a 

trafficking assessment to be administered as part of the triage process. The committee will hold 

quarterly meetings.  

c. Policy and Legislation Committee Updates: Monica Krebs, Committee Chair, reported the 

committee continues to discuss recommendations and policies that could inform the work of the 

council in the fight against both labor and sex trafficking. In consideration of the recent Atlanta 

shooting, the committee discussed illicit massage businesses and possible legislation to address 

the issue in Howard County. Monica Krebs noted she facilitated connections between law 

enforcement and others doing the work.  

d. Real Estate Committee Updates: Andrea Nunez noted the Real Estate Committee is currently 

taking a hiatus until in-person meetings can resume. There are currently no meetings planned. 

e. Review of Sexual Assault Awareness Month Panel Discussion: Yolanda Sonnier thanked Andrea 

Nunez for an excellent job of organizing the Sexual Assault Awareness Event on 29 April 2021. 

She noted the event was both worthwhile and educational.  

 Sara Cochran expressed she also enjoyed the event and recommended providing more advanced 

notice to share among the community and professional networks. She shared that she attended 

the recent film screening and discussion, Sisters Rising, organized and directed by HopeWorks 

youth leaders. She suggested coordinating with HopeWorks to offer a movie screening for next 

year’s event.  

 Monica Krebs suggested reviewing the calendar to determine possible events to organize in 

advance. She noted possible dates of importance: July 31st as World Trafficking in Persons Day2 

and October as Domestic Violence Awareness Month.  

 Yolanda Sonnier suggested planning for future awareness events, such as the upcoming World 

Trafficking in Persons Day, be housed within a committee. Andrea Nunez offered to coordinate a 

separate planning workgroup.  

5. New Business  

a. OVC Training Debrief: Andrea Nunez, Mariam Imohi and Briana Davis summarized the OVC 

Grantee Meeting held 26 April 2021 to 30 April 2021 (Please see attachment A.). 

 Andrea Nunez described the main deliverables required under the grant, specifically regarding 

action research and developing task force protocols. She opened discussion for feedback and 

ideas for pursuing action research.  



 
 

 Monica Krebs stated she had experience writing protocols and offered to assist with drafting the 

task force protocols. Andrea Nunez suggested protocol development could be discussed during 

the Policy and Legislation Committee Meetings.  

Yolanda Sonnier suggested research could explore the vulnerabilities of youth who are ageing out 

of the foster care system.  

 Monica Krebs echoed Ms. Sonnier, stating that more research on the foster care system is 

important, while also acknowledging the need for more research on labor trafficking.  

 In closing, Andrea Nunez reminded appointed members of the online self-training requirements. 

She requested that all members who have not already completed the Human Trafficking 101 

training3 do so at their earliest convenience.  

6. Announcements and Events of Importance 

a. June 30: Training Outreach and Partnerships Committee Meeting, 10:00am-11:00am. 

b. July 15: Human Trafficking Prevention Coordination Council Full Meeting, 1:00pm – 2:30pm. 

 

7. Additional Items for Discussion 

a. The committee acknowledged departing members, Jay Prager, representative for the Health 

Department and Sara Smoley, representative for Grassroots. The committee noted the need for a 

new representative for Health Department. Mariana Izrealson, Director at Grassroots, introduced 

herself as the new council representative.  

b. Sara Cochran inquired about the appointment of the new representative for the faith community. 

Andrea Nunez explained the County Executive’s Office is in the process of reviewing resumes and 

is confident to move appointment forward within the next few months.  

c. Sara Cochran inquired about the status of the "Dignity without Detention" State Bill4. Andrea 

Nunez stated she would determine the status and follow up with committee members.  

8. Next Coordination Council Meeting Date(s) 

a. The next meeting of the Howard County Human Trafficking Prevention Coordination Council will 

be held 15 July 2021. The meeting will be virtual.  

9. ADJOURNMENT:  

a. 2:50 pm; Yolanda Sonnier closed the meeting and directed the Council to stand in adjournment 
until 15 July 2021.  

 

Minutes were drafted by: Briana Davis  

Yolanda Sonnier, Chair 



 
 

Notes:  

1) The meeting was conducted virtually due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

2) More information about World Trafficking Awareness Day can be found at, 

https://www.un.org/en/observances/end-human-trafficking-day 

3) University of Maryland School of Social Work, Human Trafficking 101 is a self-guided training that 

can be accessed online, https://www.ssw.umaryland.edu/pari/resources/elearning-units/. 

4) Information regarding the "Dignity without Detention" State Bill can be found at, 

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0016 

 

Attachments:  

A) Presentation: OVC Training Debrief 

 

  

https://www.un.org/en/observances/end-human-trafficking-day
https://www.ssw.umaryland.edu/pari/resources/elearning-units/
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0016


 
 

ATTACHMENT A 

Presentation: OVC Training Debrief 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 


